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M. FROIDEVAUX'S PARIS LETTER. 

Paris, March 15, 1901. 

My last letter contained a brief historical note of the Society de 
Geographie, from the time of its foundation in 182 1 to the year 1900 
I have now to speak of its organization, its publications, and the 
part which it has borne in popularizing geographical science in 
France. 

Any one, of whatever nationality, may become a member by the 
payment of annual dues of 36 francs (and cost of diploma, 25 francs, 
single payment) after his name has been presented by two members 
and accepted by the Central Commission. 

Women are eligible as well as men, and enjoy the same rights; 
that is to say, they receive free of cost La Geographie, the bulletin 
of the Societe, and if they live in Paris, cards of invitation to the 
public meetings of the Societe. Any member may purchase exemp- 
tion from annual dues by the payment, once for all, of 400 francs, 
not including cost of diploma. 

The Bureau of the Society is composed of a president, two vice- 
presidents, a secretary and two controllers. The Bureau is renewed 
every year, by election, every member having the right to vote. 
The Bureau includes, in addition, a treasurer and a librarian, who 
are elected for five years, in the same manner. Besides the Bureau 
there is the Central Commission or Council of the Society, charged 
with the whole administration and acting in the name of the 
Societe. It is composed of thirty-six members, including the treas- 
urer and the librarian, and is directed by a president, two vice- 
presidents and a secretary-general, with whom may be associated 
other secretaries. This Central Commission is divided into three 
sections: for correspondence, for publication, and for accounts (this 
last composed of six members). The section for correspondence 
(twelve members) maintains relations with the learned societies, the 
travellers and the geographers of other countries, while the section 
for publication (twelve members) is charged with everything that 
concerns the printing of previously unpublished books, narratives 
of travel, and the engraving of maps. This section decides all 
questions relating to the publication of La Geographic 

Such is the organization of the Societe de Geographie, which 
numbers at present more than 2,000 members, and possesses its 
own establishment in the very centre of resources for study, not 
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170 M. Froidevaux 's Paris Letter, 

far from the Sorbonne, the College de France, and most of the 
great Parisian libraries and the principal collections of archives. 
The library, which increases every day, thanks to gifts and to 
numerous exchanges, now contains more than 45,000 volumes, 
bound and unbound, more than 5,000 maps, 11,000 series of photo- 
graphic views, more than 6,000 blocks for printing, and about 3,000 
portraits of travellers and geographers. This library, which is 
opened on certain conditions to non-members, renders great ser- 
vices to students, and especial service to the members of the 
Societe, who not only pursue their study in the building, but have 
the exclusive privilege of borrowing volumes. In the absence of 
a settled plan it has been found impossible to form a museum for 
collections made by travellers. It may, perhaps, be possible to add 
this desideratum at a later day. 

From the month of June, 1822, to that of December, 1899, the organ 
of the Societe was the Bulletin, the complete collection representing 
134 octavo volumes, in seven series, of which the first four are provided 
with general analytical tables. There must be added to this collec- 
tion the 18 volumes of the Compte Rendu des Seances for the years 
1882-1899. Other publications made by the Societe or under its 
auspices are: a Recueilde Voyages et de Memoir es in seven large quarto 
volumes ; a Guide Hygidnique et Medical des Voyageurs dans VAfrique 
Intertropicale (published in association with the Societe de Medecine 
Pratique de Paris) ; an atlas of the Fleuves de I'Ame'rique du Sud 
from the surveys of the regretted Dr. Jules Crevaux ; and the Jour- 
nal d'un Voyage en Arable performed in 1883 and 1884 by the unfor- 
tunate Charles Huber, published with the assistance of the Ministry 
of Public Instruction. To these must be joined the precious col- 
lection of Rapports Annuels sur les Progres de la Geographie prepared 
for 25 years (1867-1892) by the honorary Secretary-General, M. 
Charles Maunoir, and a Map of Africa on a scale of 1 : 10,000,000; 
now in its fourth edition. 

These were the publications of the Societe de Geographie up to 
last year, since when its Bulletin has been replaced by La Geographie, 
at the head of which are the Secretary-General and M. Charles 
Rabot, the well-known explorer of the Arctic Regions. The latter 
gives all his care to this review, which is published monthly by 
Masson, in large octavo form, with maps and illustrations. I have 
frequently had occasion to mention articles in La Geographie, which 
is edited by a special committee, presided over by Prince Roland 
Bonaparte. 

The Societe de Geographie intends soon to publish a complete 
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account of the journey of M. Fernand Foureau from Algeria to the 
Con-go by the Sahara and Lake Tchad, with the scientific results 
obtained ; and also an atlas of surveys made in Central Asia by 
M. Marcel Monnier. 

It is not only by these different publications that the Soci^te 
aids in the progress and spread of geographical science; it also 
makes appropriations in aid of explorations, it awards prizes, and 
it provides a series of lectures regularly twice a month from the 
beginning of November to the end of June. The greater part of 
these lectures take place at the meetings, so called, of the Central 
Commission ; others in the two annual public meetings, presided 
over by the Bureau of the Society ; others again at the meetings 
called solennelles, which are held sometimes at the Sorbonne, 
sometimes at the Trocadero. These meetings are reserved to 
eminent travellers whose explorations have aided in the develop- 
ment of the French influence and in the progress of geographical 
science, and the one last held was devoted to the reception of the 
Foureau-Lamy Mission. This same mission is the last one which 
the Society has aided with funds; thanks to the legacy of Renoust 
des Orgeries, the Society was able to pay the larger part of the cost 
of this important journey. 

Measures are now being taken to reconstitute a Travellers' Fund, 
the interest of which is to be applied to the help of distant expedi- 
tions and the publication of the discoveries made; and though it is 
now but small in amount, this capital must, in time, suffice to meet 
the expenses of new scientific expeditions. 

Already, for many years past, the Societe has been able to offer 
rewards, in a certain degree, to the most distinguished travellers 
and scholars. Not content with encouraging geographical studies 
in establishments of secondary instruction and others, the Societe 
awards every year nearly 25 prizes, or medals, many of which are 
furnished by special foundations. Of these prizes the one most 
coveted is the Great Gold Medal of the Soci6te\ reserved for the 
traveller who, in the course of recent years, shall have accom- 
plished a journey of exceptional importance and value for its results ; 
those on whom this medal is bestowed receive, if they are French, 
the title of Life Members, and that of Corresponding Members if 
they are foreigners. 

Besides these prizes the Soci6te proposes to award, in 1902, new 
recompenses to the winners in the competitions instituted in 1900, 
the purpose of which is to extend' the geographical knowledge of 
France and its colonies. Admission to these competitions is reserved 
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to Frenchmen, and the text of the three subjects proposed will be 
found in La Giographie for July, 1900 (pp. 75-77). 

The Societe is also interested in the history of geography, as is 
proved by the existence of its Jomard prize, and also by the care 
with which it celebrates the centenary of the great explorers; the 
geographical work of Cook, of La Perouse, of d'Entrecasteaux, of 
Mendana, of Barentz, and of Vasco da Gama has been commemo- 
rated in special sessions of the Societe. 

Furthermore, the Societe has been able, through the Poirier legacy 
in 1883, to distribute a yearly revenue to French travellers in recog- 
nition of journeys exceptionally useful to science and commerce. 

Such is, briefly stated, the present organization of the Societe de 
Geographie; and the regularity in the working of this association, 
which receives no appropriation from the State, does the greatest 
honor to Baron E. Hulot, its Secretary-General since 1897. 

The latest news received of French travellers is of new geo- 
graphical problems, either stated or solved by French savants and 
explorers.* In France, M. Bleicher, taking up a question which 
seemed to have been settled by Mr. W. M. Davis, contends that the 
Moselle never was an affluent of the Meuse, and denies that the 
Meurthe captured the Moselle to the detriment of the neighbouring 
river; in his view the floor of the Val de l'Ane is not a residue of 
the ancient alluvium of the Moselle mingled with the debris of land- 
slips, f This brings up again a problem which appeared to be defi- 
nitely settled. \ 

In Africa many officers are at work upon surveys. Lieut. F. 
Dromard has made reconnoissances on the Ivory Coast, which unite 
the itineraries of the two missions, Woelfel-Mangin and Hostain- 
D'Ollone; and Dr. Cureau, in concert with a German party, is 
engaged in defining the limits of the French Congo and the Kame- 

* Thus, M. de Martonne, in the Annates de Ge'ografhie of January 15, has studied 
the mode of formation of the cirques, and, after giving a definition of the cirque and 
carefully differentiating it from similar forms (crater, torrential receiving-basin, etc.), 
has explained why he finds the determining cause of its formation in the glacial action. 
He closes his study by formulating geographical and geological conclusions, and 

this 

general law in the chiselling of the high mountains; outside of the tectonic action and the contact 
of rocks of unequal hardness, every break in a slope is the mark of a line which formed during a long 
time the limit of two regions, in which agencies of different nature were engaged in the destruction of 
the relief. 

f And nothing now proves the ancient passage of the Moselle through the Val de 
l'Ane to join the Meuse. 

\ Attention is called to M. Henri Tavernier's most interesting paper, Etude 
Hydrologique sur le Bassin de la SaSne, in the Annates de Ge'ografhie. 
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run, in accordance with the treaty. La Ge'ographie has also just pub- 
lished the results of the Mission Gendron. It was in June, 1899, 
that Commandant Gendron undertook to unite, by a chain of tri- 
angles and by a line of certain geographical positions, astronomically 
fixed, the two chief places of the French Congo, Libreville and 
Brazzaville. If the events on the Shari did not permit the comple- 
tion of this programme, one of the party, Lieut. Jobit, was none the 
less able to carry out all his instructions from Libreville as far as 
the Alima, and an itinerary based upon ten astronomical positions 
was laid down with the compass. Another officer, Lieut. Loeffer, 
has studied the region of the N'Gonnie and the Alima, and the 
Upper N'Gonnie and the Nyanga. An excellent map by M. V. Huot 
illustrates and explains these notes. 

The return of M. E. Gentil's expedition to the Shari-Sangha 
brings the solution of the long-disputed question of the Wdm. M. 
Clozel, in 1895, made this river an affluent of the Shari; the Belgian 
geographer, M. Wauters, regarded it as the upper course of the 
Mpoko. It appears, from a map published in February in the Bul- 
letin du Comite de V Afrique Francaise, and from Dr. Huot's article in 
La Ge'ographie for March, that the Wa"m of Clozel and Perdrizet is 
none other than the mother-branch of the Bahr-Sara, an affluent of 
the Shari on the left, and in reality the Wa-Bahr-Sara and the Warn 
of Perdrizet and Clozel are one and the same river. The explorer, 
E. Gentil, returned to Paris at the end of February, and later we 
shall be able to report more fully on his labours.* We shall have 
reports of the same kind also from Commandant Destanave, who is 
at the head of an expedition to the Shari. 

The geographical and geodetic study of Madagascar is patiently 
continued. The year 1900 was fruitful in results. Father Colin, 
who has already done so much, hopes to determine precisely the 
still unsettled positions of Menajary, Farafangana, and Cape Sainte- 
Marie. The programme for 1901 embraces a longitudinal chain 
parallel to the central chain, from Majunga to Cape Sainte-Marie, 
and united to the coast by transverse chains; and by the end of 
the year 1901 the general topographical knowledge of the island 
will be complete. We may mention also the account published by 
the Revue de Madagascar of M. E. J. Bastard's second journey in 
the island, in the course of which he laid down in the Mahafaly 
country, to the south of the Onilahy, 500 kilometres of new itiner- 

* The same may be said with regard to Capt. Joalland, who brings back new sur- 
veys of positions on the shore of Lake Tchad and other scientific documents. 
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aries, in a region till then obstinately closed to the Europeans, and 
thus prepared the occupation of the country by the French troops. 

I have already noticed the journey accomplished in 1898-1900 
by M. Charles Eudes Bonin from Peking to Russian Turkistan by 
Mongolia, Koko-Nor, Lob-Nor, and Dzungaria. The account in 
La Ge'ographie shows that the explorer followed a route, for the 
most part unknown, from Ning-Hsia to Liangchou, that he crossed 
the Nan-Shan by a new road and completed the orography of the 
country for a great distance, and that he is the first who has 
crossed the Tian-Shan directly from the south to the north between 
Kara-Shar and Umrumtchi. It is to be hoped that he will give a 
detailed account of his travels. 

These are the principal facts in exploration since my last com- 
munication. We may note also that the lectures on Madagascar, 
organized at the Museum, met with very great success, and that 
there has just been founded in Paris a Comit6 de l'Asie Francaise, 
which aspires to play a part analogous to that so well performed 
by the Comit6 de l'Afrique Francaise. 

There is always a lull in the publication of new books immedi- 
ately after the holiday season, and we have still to wait for the 
reports of the various Geographical Congresses held in 1900. In 
the Compte Rendu of the session of the Institut Colonial Inter- 
national, held in Paris in August of last year, will be found a 
valuable report on Colonial Sanatoria, by Dr. G. Dryepondt. 

M. Charles Lentheric, well known by his studies of the French 
Mediterranean coast, has just brought out a volume on the Cdtes et 
Ports Francais de I'Ouan (Wan-hsien). There are good chapters 
in this book, to which the author might well have given a greater 
development. 

The same remark applies to the Statistique Gene"rale de i'Alg/rie, 

pour les ann/es i8p/, i8p8 et i8pp, filled as it is with most valuable 

and interesting details; it omits the roads and the manufactures of 

the colony, as well as the returns of commerce and navigation for 

1899. 

With this may be mentioned an excellent study of the European 
Population of Algeria by MM. G. Mandeville and' N. Demontes, 
published in the Questions Diplomatiques et Coloniales, of August 15, 
and illustrated by nine maps. M. Gaston Dujarric presents, in L'Etat 
Mahdiste du Soudan, the detailed story of the singular and ephem- 
eral state formed in the Sudan by the Mahdi and organized in 1885 
by his successor, the Caliph Abdallah. 

Two works on Asia must be noted : Les Puissances Etranglres 
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dans le Levant, by MM. Verney and Dambmann, and La France du 
Levant, by M. Etienne Lamy. In his work, En Chine, devoted to 
the south-eastern portion of the province of Chi-li, Father H. J. 
Leroy has brought together a mass of ethnographical information. 
The Itindraires dans I'Ouest de la Chine are purely geographical; 
they show the route followed by M. Claudius Madrolle from 
Mongtse to Yunnan-hsien, the Blue River, Tibet, and finally to 
Chingtu-fu, in 1895, together with a general map of Yunnan, giving 
the posts of the Chinese troops in the province, and a plan of 
Yunnan-hsien. 

Nothing has been published on Oceania or on America; but a 
book which has its value for history, as well as for science and for 
historical geography, is not to be overlooked. This is the Lettres 
Ecrites d'Egypte, by Etienne Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire, to Cuvier, Jus- 
sieu, Lacepede, Monge, Desgenettes and others, and to his family. 
In these letters, edited by Dr. E. T. Hamy, Geoffroy relates his 
impressions, and recounts the principal events of the expedition 
under Bonaparte, together with the meetings of the Egyptian In- 
stitute and the summary of his own scientific work. 

Henri Froidevaux. 



